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As I reflect on the past 18+ years at Grace 
Lutheran, many things are running through 
my mind. I remember when I first started 
out, how I drove around in a small 3 cylinder 
stick-shift Geo (something given to me by a 
generous acquaintance of Pastor Irv 
Goehring, the pastor who served right before 
me). That was fun! I remember how we didn’t 
have proper air conditioning, nor a pastor’s 
office. I can recall some of the people who 
were here when I first came, some of whom 
are still with us today, but many have already 
been called to glory. Certainly, the 
congregation today is very different from the 
congregation back then – both in terms of the 
physical campus as well as membership. 
Throughout the years many have given their 
time, talents, and treasures to build up Grace 
Lutheran to what it is today. I’m especially 
gratified to have been the pastor serving when 
we celebrated the church’s 102nd anniversary 
(we would’ve celebrated on the 100th had it 
not been for COVID). What a milestone for 
our church! A LOT has happened during 
these past years. I’m so thankful for 
everyone’s partnership in working for God’s 
kingdom.    

 

When I look back, Grace has shared in some 
of the most important times of my life. I first 
became a pastor at Grace, I got married to 
Lois at Grace, Janice was born and baptized 

during my time at Grace. I have truly been 
blessed to serve here and to be your pastor. 
Who would’ve thought? When I first saw 
Grace I thought to myself, “I pity the guy 
who’s going to be the pastor of this church.” 
But here I am, nearly two decades later, 
praising and thanking God for Grace, 
Banning!  

 

To be honest, the reality of my leaving hasn’t 
sunk in. I’ve been too focused on the work 
here at church that I haven’t had a chance to 
process the fact that I’ll be concluding my 
ministry here in just two weeks. But now that 
I sit to write this down, it’s starting to hit me. 
Thoughts are running through my mind and a 
mix of emotions is welling up.  

 

Thank you my family of faith! Though we may 
not see each other again here in this world, 
we know we will see each other again in 
heavenly glory.  

 

Thank you Lord for giving me everything 
needed to serve, and the opportunity to 
serve, as pastor here at Grace Banning!  

 

Grace to all who love our Lord Jesus Christ 
with an undying love. (Ephesians 6:24, NIV) 

 

—Pastor Jason 
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PASTOR JASON’S MESSAGE 
 

Thank You and Farewell! 
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GRACE LUTHERAN 

CHURCH 
 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 9AM 
Communion Served May 14 & 28 

10-10:15AM COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

10:15AM BIBLE STUDY 
 

 

Services are video recorded and posted 
online at www.glcbanning.org.  You may also 
follow along with the order of service sent 
by email.   

Office Hours:  Closed Mondays  

Tues-Wed-Thurs 8--noon;    Friday 8--10am 
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May BIRTHDAYS 

 

  1 –    Tim Ballinger 

  4 –    Renee Vallin 

  4 –    Paige Wilson 

13 –    Gail Wright 

14 –    Trudie Konrad 

18 –    Lanita Buck 

21 –    Estella Craft 

23 –   Grace Church 103 years old  

23 –   Karen Hawkesworth  

26 –    Lew Farwell 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

       5 –  Don & Nancy Toeller 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FROM LOIS AND JANICE 
 

From Lois 
 

For the last 14-15 years, I have received so much 
love from our church. When I got married to 
Pastor Jason in December 2008, I started my life 
here at Grace. From the very beginning you 
received me with such warmth. One thing I will 
never forget is your outpouring of love during my 
pregnancy with Janice. The support, prayers, baby 
showers…you overwhelmed us with so much 
love! And your cards and gifts throughout the 
years have always been an encouragement.  
 

Now that I am preparing to depart our church, I 
am filled with sadness and thanksgiving for you 
all. I depart with many wonderful memories of 
Grace Lutheran. Thank you so much! 
 

Love,  
—Lois 

 
From Janice 

 
I don’t want to move. I really like where we live, I 
like my school and friends, and I really like our 
church. But I know we are moving to share God’s 
Word with others. Thank you for being kind and 
loving to me. I will miss everyone.   
 

Love,   
—Janice 
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CALL COMMITTEE  

REPORT 
 

The call committee has been formed and has 
had its first meeting. The committee members 
are currently reviewing the pastoral call 
manual for engaging in the call process, in 
preparation for our earliest available meeting 
with our District President Rev. Dr. Mike 
Gibson on May 18.  

The District President assists the congregation 
with three special responsibilities: 

 Ensures the continuation of the Gospel 
Ministry of the word and Sacrament. 

 Assists in the process by which the 
congregation calls a pastor.  

 Provides the congregation with a list of 
pastors for call consideration (Call List) 

In the meantime Pastor John Scharlemann and 
Deacon Gerry Mattijetz have agreed to fill in 
for our ministry team until a vacancy or 
interim Pastor can be provided to us by the 
District.  

Any member of the Call Committee is 
available if you have any questions or concerns 
during the weeks and months ahead. Please 
contact me or Roger Ballinger, Dennis Barnett, 
Mary Bass, Jerry Beck, Greg Grose, Karen 
Hawkesworth, Dee Moore, Rob Perez, Connie 
Reinecker, or Linda Taylor. 

I ask for prayers and more prayers for the 
Committee and the congregation as we seek 
God’s will in this endeavor. 

 

Report submitted by  

—Head Elder John Wright 

   GRACE QUILTERS  

 

Quilters will be meeting Wednesday, May 3rd 
at 9am. There are several quilts ready to be put 
together.  

There are easy ways you can help.   
We hope you will join us! 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Celebrates 103 Years on May 23rd.  
Please keep Grace in prayer. 

 

Voters Assembly on May 21st 

The Voters Assembly will be held Sunday, May 
21st, after Sunday Worship. Please be sure to 
mark it on your calendars and join us for this 
very important meeting.  

 

RECYCLABLES 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to all of you who have continued to save your 
recyclables for the Altar Guild. Bob Taylor prepares 
them to take to the recycling center. It’s very helpful to 
Bob if you remove the cap and rinse any sticky bottles 
or cans and smash them. Don’t put the cap back on, but 
put it in the bag too. This will save Bob much time and 
energy.   

 

Remember—Items must say CA CRV.   
THANK YOU! 

 

TRUSTEES MUST MOVE PIANO 
 

There is an old upright piano that needs to find a 
new home. You may have it for free, but you must 
provide your own transportation. Stop by and take a 
look and tell your friends. Call Keith Moddelmog if 
you are interested.  
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GOD’S BLESSINGS TO 

PASTOR JASON, LOIS & JANICE !  
 

 

By the time you get this newsletter, 
Pastor, Lois and Janice will be nearing 
their end of service to Grace.   
 

The Fellowship Committee has been 
planning a “Celebration of Thanks” on 
April 30th, their last day at Grace. You 
will be able to read all about it next 
month. 
 

While we will dearly miss them, we 
know God has great things in store for 
them, and for Grace Lutheran Church. 
 

Jeremiah 29:11 
 

For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give 
you hope and a future.” 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

SUMMARY FOR APRIL 2023 
 

The Board of Directors held their monthly 
meeting on April 19.  The meeting was held 
in the Fellowship Hall with Chair Linda 
Taylor, Roger Ballinger, Sandy Beck, 
Darryl Craft, Gus Acevedo, and Pastor 
Jason Hong in attendance. 
 
The BOD Minutes, Financial Secretary 
Report, Treasurer's Report, and Pastor's 
Report were all accepted as presented. The 
Nominating Committee was selected.  
 
The preparation of a new Pastor was the 
main topic.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for May 17 
at 10am. Meeting adjourned with the Lord's 
Prayer.   

 

 

LUTHERAN BRAILLE WORKERS 
 

LBW will be meeting Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16 
& 23 at 9am.  Help is needed, we hope to 
see you there.  

Questions?  

Call Linda Mohr at 805-279-5827. 

 

DONATION MAILING  
ADDRESS REMINDER 

 

If you wish to mail a donation to the church, 
for added security please mail it to:   
 

 Grace Lutheran Church 
 PO Box 204,  
 Banning, CA 92220. 

 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION 
 

 

Grace Lutheran Endowment Fund  

(managed by The LCMS Foundation): $11,260 
 

   

 

 

General Fund finances through 4/16/23 

Giving-$72,057           Needed-$64,725 



 

MITES  FOR  MISSIONS 

Everyone has spare change making your purse or pockets heavy or laying on the counter. You are 

invited to participate in the LWML Mite collection. Mite boxes are available on the mail box cabinet or 

in the Fellowship Room. Put your change in it and bring it to church on the 3rd Sunday of the month 

or to the monthly LWML meeting. People in need in our Pacific Southwest District, the United States, 

and the world are benefited.   

MAY 2023 PAGE 5 

Lutheran Women’s Missionary League  
 

 

Thank you Lutheran Women's Missionary League ladies for attending our April meeting. Connie 
Reinecker picked a few women of the Bible to talk about which was very interesting and informative. 
 
Carolyn Moddelmog briefed us that all of the National LWML Mite Grants for 2021-2023 have already 
been paid in much less time than was predicted. Grace Lutheran had a large part in contributing to this. 
We are very proud of our ladies and congregation for all their help with the Mites.   
 

We also want to thank everyone that contributed to the Easter 
Baskets. During April's meeting, we put together 10 Easter 
Baskets and some Blessing Bags for our home-bound ladies. If 
anybody has a special Bible verse that means a lot to you or a 
devotional, we would love to receive them. They can be written 
out or typed and then signed by the giver. We make copies and 
put them in the Blessing Bags. They really do seem to be 
appreciated and spirit lifting. They can be brought to any 
LWML meeting or given to one of the Board Members.  
 

Because May is Mother's Day month, we are once again collecting baby stuff for “Mama's House.” This 
is a wonderful Christian organization that helps single mothers and their babies get back on their feet 
with education and work skills while giving them a place to stay. There is a list of what's needed in the 
Narthex of the church. Our meeting on May 13th will feature Diane Reyes, Mama’s House Program 
Director, as our guest speaker. Come and hear how your donations are helping these families. 
 
We will also have a Salad Bar Lunch after the meeting. LWML will furnish the lettuce, dressings, and 
rolls. We are asking you ladies, to bring your favorite salad bar extra, like: tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, 
red, green, or yellow peppers or any thing you like in your salad.  
 
There will not be a LWML meeting in June or July. But we will be collecting school supplies which can 
be brought to the church. Thank you for all you do. God Bless. 
  
We hope that we see all the ladies of Grace at the meetings. We have a good time and would like to 
share this time with all of you. 
 
Sandy Beck,  LWML Secretary 
 

“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 
God…because God is love….if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us”     

1John 4:7,8,12 



 

READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 

To encourage reading of the Bible, each month we will provide a reading chart in the newsletter.  

 If followed, you will be able to read through the Bible in a year!   
 

MAY READINGS 

Date   Readings   

May 1    Judges 13:1-14:20  John 1:29-51  Psalm 102:1-28  Proverbs 14:15-16 

2  Judges 15:1-16:31  John 2:1-25  Psalm 103:1-22  Proverbs 14:17-19 

3  Judges 17:1-18:31  John 3:1-21  Psalm 104:1-23  Proverbs 14:20-21 

4  Judges 19:1-20:48  John 3:22-4:3  Psalm 104:24-35  Proverbs 14:22-23 

5  Judges 21:1-Ruth 1:22  John 4:4-42  Psalm 105:1-15  Proverbs 14:25 

6  Ruth 2:1-4:22  John 4:43-54  Psalm 105:16-36  Proverbs 14:26-27 

7  1 Samuel 1:1-2:21  John 5:1-23  Psalm 105:37-45  Proverbs 14:28-29 

8  1 Samuel 2:22-4:22  John 5:24-47  Psalm 106:1-12  Proverbs 14:30-31 

9  1 Samuel 5:1-7:17  John 6:1-21  Psalm 106:13-31  Proverbs 14:32-33 

10  1 Samuel 8:1-9:27  John 6:22-42  Psalm 106:32-48  Proverbs 14:34-35 

11  1 Samuel 10:1-11:15  John 6:43-71  Psalm 107:1-43  Proverbs 15:1-3 

12  1 Samuel 12:1-13:23  John 7:1-30  Psalm 108:1-13  Proverbs 15:4 

13  1 Samuel 14:1-52  John 7:31-53  Psalm 109:1-31  Proverbs 15:5-7 

14  1 Samuel 15:1-16:23  John 8:1-20  Psalm 110:1-7  Proverbs 15:8-10 

15  1 Samuel 17:1-18:4  John 8:21-30  Psalm 111:1-10  Proverbs 15:11 

16  1 Samuel 18:5-19:24  John 8:31-59  Psalm 112:1-10  Proverbs 15:12-14 

17  1 Samuel 20:1-21:15  John 9:1-41  Psalm 113:1-114:8  Proverbs 15:15-17 

18  1 Samuel 22:1-23:29  John 10:1-21  Psalm 115:1-18  Proverbs 15:18-19 

19  1 Samuel 24:1-25:44  John 10:22-42  Psalm 116:1-19  Proverbs 15:20-21 

20  1 Samuel 26:1-28:25  John 11:1-54  Psalm 117:1-2  Proverbs 15:22-23 

21  1 Samuel 29:1-31:13  John 11:55-12:19  Psalm 118:1-18  Proverbs 15:24-26 

22  2 Samuel 1:1-2:11  John 12:20-50  Psalm 118:19-29  Proverbs 15:27-28 

23  2 Samuel 2:12-3:39  John 13:1-30  Psalm 119:1-16  Proverbs 15:29-30 

24  2 Samuel 4:1-6:23  John 13:31-14:14  Psalm 119:17-32  Proverbs 15:31-32 

25  2 Samuel 7:1-8:18  John 14:15-31  Psalm 119:33-48  Proverbs 15:33 

26  2 Samuel 9:1-11:27  John 15:1-27  Psalm 119:49-64  Proverbs 16:1-3 

27  2 Samuel 12:1-31  John 16:1-33  Psalm 119:65-80  Proverbs 16:4-5 

28  2 Samuel 13:1-39  John 17:1-26  Psalm 119:81-96  Proverbs 16:6-7 

29  2 Samuel 14:1-15:22  John 18:1-24  Psalm 119:97-112  Proverbs 16:8-9 

30  2 Samuel 15:23-16:23  John 18:25-19:22  Psalm 119:113-128  Proverbs 16:10-11 

31  2 Samuel 17:1-29  John 19:23-42  Psalm 119:129-152  Proverbs 16:12-13 
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