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In 2009, while spending time with a visiting pastor/artist who was in town to 
display his paintings at our gallery, we had just left a coffee shop and headed for 
the car. When he reached for the car door, carefully resting on the handle was a 
bright yellow blossom which had fallen from the Tamarisk tree above. He paused 
and said, “Look what God did. He knows I love the color yellow.” This, coming 
from a man who had a near-death experience a few years earlier. He told me, 
when you come face to face with Jesus you never experience this world and life 
the same. What is really real is heaven, this life is just a shadow. I’m grateful for 
the time I had with Howard. His life experience still comes to mind. 
 

Life’s events can be challenging to say the least. Whether they are expected or 
unplanned, our very humanity can be 

shaken to the core. It’s easy to give platitudes to the 
suffering but nearly impossible to take our own advice. 
Therefore, our hearts long for a strength that never fails, 
something that is transcendent. Over recent months my 
heart has been impacted by the knowledge of fellow 
servants of the Lord, some pastors, who are suffering. Be it 
a medical diagnosis, marital discord, financial burdens 
leading to bankruptcy or being dragged into court by a 
loved one my heart cries out to the Lord on their behalf. 
When the dust settles and I consider the words of 
Lamentations 3:22-23, two words in particular offer comfort — new and mercies.  The Hebrew words 
used for these words are “Chadosh” and “Racham.”  First, Cadosh carries the meaning of being 
brand new and different. It is not something refurbished, restored or repurposed. Second, Racham, is 
the closest word in the Hebrew that we have for the expression of love — romance. It’s important not 
to confuse it with Ahav (love). Every morning God has a “never done before way" of expressing His 
faithful love to you.   
 

In our flesh, corrupted since that moment in the garden, men and women grow weary in life. Having 
been created for more, we grow ever more tired of the same thing over and over. This is no surprise 
to God. He knows us intimately, but He is not discouraged by our deficits. He delights in surprise of 
creating something new, some new expression of love — for us! Sure we might have our particular 
love language confirmed for us by Gary Chapman in his well-known book, The 5 Love Languages, 
which have been used by churches and Christian counselors for years to determine one’s particular 
love language.  However, the omniscient nature of God is never bridled by man’s reason. We cannot 
help but struggle to see beyond what is natural. In my opinion, our real problem is that our 
expectations are set on the same old, same old. We do not believe there is anything else and this 
way of thinking becomes our rule for others. Because of this it is easy to chastise anyone who would 
dare to believe God for more. We cry out to God: “What’s wrong? Why don’t you speak to me like 
you did before? Consider this, what if God is saying: “I do speak, but in a slightly different way, a 
fresh and “specific (to you) way.“ What if He drops little yellow flowers because He knows you will 
recognize His hand in this unique expression of His love?  
 

May you taste and see each morning His “never been done before” mercies and love. 
 

In Christ’s Love 
—Pastor Brian 

“This I recall to my mind, therefore I 

have hope, It is of the Lord’s mercies 

that we are not consumed. Because 

His compassions fail not. They are 

new every morning, great is thy 

faithfulness.”  
Lamentations 3:21-23 



12 
 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 9AM 
Communion Served September 13 & 27 

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

10-10:15 COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 

10:15 B IBLE STUDY  

Services are live-streamed and posted online at 
glcbanning.org.  You may follow along with the 
order of service found on the website.   

Office Hours:  Closed Monday; 

Tues-Wed-Thurs 8--noon;    Friday 8--10am 
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    September  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 3  –    Ryan Wishner 

 8  –    Bianca Ralston 

18  –    Nichole Barlow 

18  –    Darryl Craft 

21  –    Dave Ehlers 

26  –    Don Belter 

28  –    Sandy Beck 
 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, 
please contact Greg in the church office. 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY MEETS MONDAY  

10:30am AND 4pm (the same study each session, pick the most convenient time) 

Ladies you won’t want to miss this study led by Cat Major. We delve into God’s Word and 
you will learn something new each time. Join us for an hour of study and fellowship! 

Sleeping babies  
Is there anything more blessed than that of a child resting safe and secure in the presence of 

their father? For every parent there is an amazing mystery that comes with 
life, especially that of a child. Their exuberant zeal for living fuels their 

energy almost nonstop. Then there is that sweet transition into 
blissful rest. If you ever had the opportunity to watch one of these 

little hearts fall asleep let alone or in your arms, you know the 
joy of this gift. As a pastor and father of busy little boys, 
Nichole and I can attest to the joy we receive every time we are 
allowed to share in those moments. Often we tell one another 
how good it would be if we could bottle up their energy and use 

it when we are tired. I would say the same for their rest, a state 
that seems almost angelic. Then I got to thinking, what must it be 

like for our Heavenly Father. No one but He is more intimately 
invested in our lives. He was there when He knit our lives together. He 

never left when we got ourselves into trouble, nor did He distance Himself out of exhaustion for 
being continually interrupted. On our worst day, He carried our pain and came near each 
moment we drifted off to sleep. His eyes never closed and His hands never ceased to embrace 
our weak and sometimes disordered lives. He faithfully continues to pour out mercy upon 
mercy and grace upon grace so that when our eyes open we will see His wonderful work. One 
day we will all close our eyes in this world and open them in His. Until then, dear friend, take 
courage in the sure and ever present hope of Jesus, who overcame death. 

Shalom —Pastor Brian
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Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League 

 

Serving the Lord with Gladness 

 

We will resume our meetings on Saturday, September 

12th at 10am. Please keep in mind the LWML Zone Fall 

Rally on October 3 which will be held at Grace this 

year. As hosts we will be serving a continental breakfast 

and lunch to the LWML ladies of our zone churches.  

There will be a guest speaker and a Bible study.  

 

God Bless all. 

 

Sandy Beck 

LWML Secretary 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and 
whoever loves has been born of God and knows God…because 
God is love….if we love one another, God abides in us and his 
love is perfected in us.   1 John 4:7,8,12 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS AUG 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEVIN & SHARON JOHNSON 

    REQUEST FOR LWML MITES 

Because so many of us use credit cards instead of 
cash, we are not getting donations for our Mite Box. 
We hope in that case, you will participate by putting 
dollars in your Mite Box. The money collected is 
sent to our PSW District LWML where 75% is used 
for mission projects in our District. The remaining 
25% mites go to our national LWML which funds 
mission projects all over the United States and the 
world. Boxes are available in the church and 
Fellowship Room.  

We hope you will join in gathering MITES. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

SEPTEMBER SUMMARY 
 

The Board of Directors held its monthly meeting 
on August 19, in the fellowship hall with chair 
Jerry Beck, vice-chair, Karen Hawksworth, 
secretary, Sandy Beck, Andy, ArthurhHoltz, 
Dennis Barnett, and Pastor Barlow  
 

The minutes, Financial Secretary’s report, 
Treasurer’s report and Pastor’s report were all 
submitted and approved. The main subjects of the 
meeting were goals and plans for the rest of the 
year.  
The next meeting is scheduled for September 16. 
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer. 
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REMEMBER TO  HELP WITH THESE: 
 

Bottles & Cans  
To benefit the General Fund  

Stater Cards  
Provides 5% to Church Funds 

See Carol Munnelly to purchase in the Fellowship 
Room 1st & 3rd Sundays. 

        Eye Glasses Are Collected 
We collect used eye glasses for the Lion’s 

Club.  They will be given to people in need.  A box is 
on the table in the narthex.  

                      
 

 

Time sure is flying by! What a gift it is to 
serve along such a lovely group of willing 
servants! As we continue to move 
forward we want to welcome a new leader to our crew! 
Carol J will be our new inventory management leader! We 
are excited to welcome her aboard we thank God for her 
yes to serve and we look forward to our continued growth 
in great ways with her on board!  

If you do not receive the Lutheran Braille newsletter from 
headquarters let me share with you an amazing picture! 
Nichole and Cat welcomed several homeschool students 
Connor, Avery and Declan know well to the LBW 
headquarters for a field trip! We made the national 
newsletter! Grace Lutheran is being thanked for keeping 
the hearts of young children involved and serving! The 
sweet moments of children helping serving and caring for 
this work is beautiful and couldn’t be done without the 
many people here loving and teaching so gracefully, the 
passion these boys have for this ministry is beautiful! So 
thank you for allowing our littles to learn how to serve 
along side you all!      

BIG NEWS —- please make sure 
you attend service on September 
13!!! We will have an amazing 
speaker! The president of LBW 
will be here in our sanctuary 
sharing a message just for us 
come here: Reverend Robert 
Hartwell! After service we will 
have l igh t  re f reshments , 
fellowship, a demonstration and 
time to be introduced to what we 

do and some hands on reminders of the gift we have with 
ability to see!! Please join us from 10:30 to 11:30!  

GRACE QUILTERS  
 

Quilters meet on Wednesday August 5th.  
We hope you will join us from 9-11am.  There 
is work available for all skill levels: Quilters 
gladly learn and gladly teach! 

 

GRACE WIDOWS OF FAITH  
 

In August we enjoyed lunch at the “Farm 2 Fork 
Café and Bakery” in Banning, 

We hope you will join this wonderful group of 
women. If you have questions, or would like 
more information please contact: 

Sue Herman: 909-532-2173 
suehermanrn@hotmail.com 
 

Carolyn Moddelmog:  714-537-7414 
carolynkm@yahoo.com 
 

Dee Moore:  909-731-5807 
delanah.moore@verizon.net 

 

MEN’S PRAYER BREAKFAST 
MEETS EVERY 4TH 

SATURDAY 

On Saturday, September 26, Grace men will 
meet at 9 for a time of breakfast, fellowship, 
and devotions. Invite a friend.  

 

Flowers for the Altar 
 

Sign up in the Narthex and fill out the request 
form. Put the form with your check of $55 in 
the offering plate.  Altar Guild will take care of 
ordering the flowers.  Please indicate if you 
have a color or flower preference. 
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GLC COOKBOOK 
 

The focus of this cookbook will be cooking 
for two. Recipes that are easy, taste good may 
be made for more and possibly can be frozen. 
 

We are  collecting recipes for: 

 Appetizers and Beverages 

 Main Dishes 

 Vegetables and Side Dishes  

 Soups and Salads 

 Breads and Rolls 

 Desserts and Candy 

 This and That 

We are so excited that so many of the 
congregation are willing to help and share 
with us their treasured recipes. 

Please submit recipes to either Estella Craft 
or Sue Herman either by placing them in our 
mailboxes at church or email. 

craft.estella@yahoo.com 
suehermanrn@hotmail.com. 
 
 

Bon Appetit! 

 

Choir begins  

Wednesday, September 9th  

from 1:30—2:30 

In the sanctuary 

RSVP to NANCY at 909-856-3085 

Baby Shower 

for Sara 



KNOCK KNOCK 

Knock, knock. 
Who’s there? 
Cereal. 
Cereal who? 
Cereal pleasure to meet you! 

 

Knock, knock. 
Who’s there? 
Dishes. 
Dishes who? 
Dishes the police, open up! 




