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Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness? 

by Pastor Jason 

 

Out of the Declaration of Independence, "Life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," is one of the 

most well-known phrases.  The intentions of the Founding Fathers in writing this are quite different from 

how people view and understand it today.  And itôs also different from what the Bible says ñlife, liberty and 

the pursuit of happinessò is.  A misguided view of these three elements can encourage all sorts of moral 

decay in society.  And in fact, I think most would agree that the moral climate of our country is in decline 

because of it.   

Hard work, faithfulness, sacrifice and other honorable virtues are not being taught nor emphasized as 

much as they used to be.  The root cause for this, I believe, is found in the world-view many have taken.   

Life is not simply about physical existence.  Liberty does not give you the right to do whatever you 

please so long as it does not hurt another.  The pursuit of happiness is more than the pursuit of material 

possessions and earthly pleasures.  Sadly though, many understand ñlife, liberty and the pursuit of 

happinessò from this or a similar perspective.  The result is a continual decline in what is good, right and 

noble. 

Recently the state courts dismissed a ban that had been in effect.  As I was listening to the radio 

people expressed how they could now celebrate since their personal rights were being acknowledged.  

They talked about how they could be happy since the law was in their favor.  You probably know what Iôm 

referencing.  The problem with this is the fact that Scripture speaks contrary to such ñrightsò and ñpursuits 

of happiness.ò  Scripture calls it sin and a pursuit of evil. 

 The Christian world-view is fundamentally different from the rest of the world.  The Bible tells 

us that life is about knowing God.  Jesus says: ñNow this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only 

true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sentò (John 17:3, NIV).  Liberty is not freedom to live your life 

as you please.  Liberty is freedom from the power of sin, death and the devil.  Itôs a freedom won by Jesus 

Christ and given to all who believe in Him so that they might live a life pleasing to the Lord.  Therefore, 

true liberty seeks to live for God and for the benefit of others in accordance with His truth, not just for 

personal gain and interest.  And the pursuit of happiness is a life lived with purpose for eternal treasures.  

Jesus said, ñDo not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where 

thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not 

destroy, and where thieves do not break in and stealò (Matt 6:19-20, NIV). 

 How one defines and understands ñlife, liberty, and the pursuit of happinessò will dictate oneôs 

goals, purpose, and view of the world.  When it is misguided and selfish, it can lead to moral decay to the 

detriment of society and, more personally, oneself and family.  When it is understood in the light of 

Biblical truth, it brings life, service, and ultimately, eternal rewards in heaven.  What is life, liberty and the 

pursuit of happiness to you? 
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Worship at Grace  
 
 

Sunday services are at 9:00 a.m.  
 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Study at 

10:15 a.m.  
 

Holy Communion  

2nd &  4th Sundays  
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July Birthdays  
 

Birthday greetings and blessings to: 
 

  1 .......... Pamela K 

  5 .......... Anna L 

  6 .......... Alex L 

  7 .......... Palma D 

11 .......... Milt R, Dottie R 

25 .......... Carol R 

28 .......... Gary W 

29 .......... George K 

29 .......... Charles R 

 
 

Anniversary greetings  
and blessings to: 

 
 

July 9 ï   Gordon & Ginny S 

 
 

 
As you celebrate Godôs gift of life, we pray Godôs 

joy and grace richly abounds in you and in 
service to others.   Happy Birthday & 

Anniversary!   
 

You will be honored at the  
July 6th Fellowship Hour.   
We hope you will join us. 

 

 

If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, please 
write it down and give it to Greg in the church office 
or call him at 951- 849-3232.   

We want to include EVERYONE! 

To Our Coffee Hour Volunteers: 
 

Coffee Time will be a simple time of coffee 
and juice along with coffee cake and cookies 
provided by parishioners.  The Fellowship 
Committee will always make sure that 
cheese and crackers and some in-season 
fruit are available for diabetics.   
 
There will be a free-will offering basket. The 
monies collected will be used to defray the 
cost of the paper goods, coffee needs, fruit, 
cheese and crackers provided each Sunday.   
 
On average there are 35 people attending 
coffee hour, with each person usually 
consuming two pieces of food; we would 
therefore need three dozen, or a minimum of 
36 pieces of coffee bread or cake from each 
volunteer.  The call list for volunteers will be 
updated so that all may participate, and yet 
only be called upon every four months.   
 
The Fellowship Committee greatly 
appreciates your volunteering to make our 
coffee time at Grace Lutheran so pleasant! 
 

Thank you, 
 

The Fellowship Committee 

 



 

 

 

    ummary   

Grace Lutheran Church 
Board of Directors  
 
 
Regular meeting of 6/11/08.  

 

The meeting opened at 9:45 am in the Pastor's 

office with prayer.    

Bob H presiding, new members were 

welcomed and all were present.   New Officers 

were selected:  Chairman, Deacon Gary W; 

Vice Chair, Bob H; Secretary, Daphne H; and 

Treasurer, Carolyn M.   Financial Secretary 

will be selected next month.  

 

Pastor's and Officers' reports were given.    

The next meeting was set for 9:45 am, Friday, 

July 11, 2008.  

 

 

 

 

FYI  

WONDERING WHERE TO  

PURCHASE THE CHEAPEST GAS?  

 
 Go to this website:  

http://autos.msn.com/everyday/gasstations

.aspx?zip=&src=Netx   

 
Just enter your zip code in, and it tells you 

which gas stations have the cheapest 

prices (and the highest) on gas in your zip 

code area.  It's updated every evening.  
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FACTS ABOUT  

The Fourth of July  

 
On this day in 1776, the Declaration of 

Independence was approved by the Continental 

Congress, setting the 13 colonies on the road to 

freedom as a sovereign nation.  As always, this 

most American of holidays will be marked by 

parades, fireworks and backyard barbecues 

across the country.  

 

In July 1776, 2.5 million was the estimated 

number of people living in the newly independent 

nation.  

 

The nationõs population on this July Fourth is 304 

million.  
 

Patriotic -Sounding Names  
There are 31 places nationwide with òlibertyó in 

their name.  The most populous one as of July 1, 

2006, is Liberty, Mo. (29,581).  Iowa, with four, 

has more of these places than any other state: 

Libertyville, New Liberty, North Liberty and 

West Liberty.  

 

Thirty -one places are named òeagleó ñ after 

the majestic bird that serves as our national 

symbol. (Places include cities, towns, villages 

and census-designated places.) The most 

populous such place is Eagle Pass, Texas, with 

26,401 residents.  

Twelve places have òindependenceó in their 

name. The most populous of these is 

Independence, Mo., with 109,400 residents.  

Nine places adopted the name òfreedom.ó 

Freedom, Calif., with 6,000 residents, has the 

largest population among these.  

There is one place named òpatriotó ñ Patriot, 

Ind., with a population of 192.  

And what could be more fitting than spending 

the Fourth of July in a place called òAmericaó? 

There are five such places in the country, with 

the most populous being American Fork, 

Utah, population 25,596.  

 

Source: www.census.gov  
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http://www.census.gov

